
Oklahoma Heritage Association’s

2010 Heritage Week
Essay Competition

OPEN TO 7TH, 8TH, AND 9TH GRADE STUDENTS

REGIONAL AWARDS
$100 is presented to one student from each region

STATE AWARDS
Cash Awards are presented to the top three students statewide

First Place: $300  •  Second Place: $200  •  Third Place: $100

Entry deadline: Friday, October 22 at 5:00 p.m.

Send entries to: Oklahoma Heritage Association

1400 Classen Drive, Oklahoma City, OK  73106 

Log on to www.oklahomaheritage.com for driving directions.

TOPIC:  Select an appropriate individual in your county, living or deceased, 

and relate his/her importance to your county’s history.  Stress the importance 

of the individual in local history and on a broader scale, if appropriate.

Contact: Gini Moore Campbell, Director of Publications & Education, with questions at

405.523.3202 or gmc@oklahomaheritage.com.  See reverse for detailed competition rules.

Sponsored by:



Competition Rules
JUDGING CRITERIA
The purpose of this exercise is to encourage students to research county and regional history 
by using local resources.  Individuals selected as topics should relate primarily to local history 
and students should use as sources interviews with pioneer settlers, local newspapers, county 
histories, collections in city/county libraries, etc.  Prominent individuals, such as Will Rogers, should 
be avoided.  Generally speaking, individuals who are covered extensively in Oklahoma history 
textbooks should not be selected as subjects.

FORMAT OF ENTRY
•	 The text of historical papers must be no less than 750 words and not exceed 1,000 words 

in length.  Notes, annotated bibliography, illustration captions, and supplemental/appendix 
material do not count in that total.

•	 A title page is required as the first page of the written material.  The title page must include 
only the title of the entry; student’s name, address, and phone number; and school, grade, 
teacher, teacher’s e-mail address, school address, phone number and the region in which 
you are participating (see map below).

•	 An annotated bibliography is required for all essays.  The bibliography should contain 
all sources used in preparing the entry.  The annotations for each source must explain how 
the source was used and how it helped in understanding the topic.  The bibliography may be 
as long as necessary to include all sources used.  Bibliographical references must follow the 
principles in one of the following style guides: A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, 
and Dissertations by Kate L. Turbian or the style guide of the Modern Language Association 
of America (MLA).  Regardless of which manual is used, the style must be consistent.  
Students must credit or acknowledge in the annotated bibliography all sources used.  Any 
case of plagiarism will result in disqualification.

•	 Papers must be typed, computer printed, or handwritten in ink on letter-size paper with one-
inch margins on all sides.  Pages must be numbered consecutively and double-spaced with 
text on one side of the paper. Papers should be stapled in the top left corner.

•	 Faxed copies will not be accepted. 
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