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Henry, Nigh & Norick in Hall of Fame 
Robert H. Henry, Donna Nigh and Ronald J. Norick are 
among seven outstanding Oklahomans who have been 
selected for induction into the 81st class of the Oklahoma 
Hall of Fame.  
These accomplished Oklahomans will join the cast of 621 
individuals who have been inducted into the Oklahoma Hall 
of Fame since 1928.  
“Being inducted into the Hall of Fame is the highest honor 
Oklahomans can receive for their contributions to and 
representation of the state,” said Shannon L. Nance, 
president of the Oklahoma Heritage Association and 
Gaylord-Pickens Museum. 
The other 2008 nominees are: Bill W. Burgess, Lawton; Carl 
R. Renfro, Ponca City; Charles C. Stephenson, Tulsa; and 
China native Jordan J.N. Tang.  
 
Robert H. Henry 
Judge Henry has served in each branch of government. 
Elected to the Oklahoma Legislature at 23, he chaired the 
Judiciary and Education Committees, and the Majority 
Caucus. Elected Attorney General in 1986, he was re-
elected in 1990, the first Attorney General in state history 
to run unopposed. From 1991 to 1994, he was dean and 
professor of law at the Oklahoma City University School of 
Law. In 1994, President Bill Clinton appointed him to the 
six-state U.S. Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit. He 
became the circuit’s chief judge in January.  
Henry serves on the advisory board for judicial outreach of 
the American Society of International Law, a position for 
which Justice Sandra Day O’Connor selected him. He also 
sits on the board of the VERA Institute of Justice in New 
York City and is chair of the Middle East/North Africa 
Council for the American Bar Association. In 2004, Chief 
Justice William Rehnquist appointed Henry to the U.S. 
Judicial Conference Committees on Codes of Conduct. In 
2005, Chief Justice Rehnquist made Henry chair of the 
International Judicial Relations Committee. In March 2008, 
Henry chaired the United States Delegation to the United 
Arab Emirates World Judicial Forum. 
 
Donna Nigh 
Nigh, former first lady of Oklahoma, was noted for political 
involvement in her husband’s career, but is also acclaimed 
for her commitment to Oklahomans with special needs and 
improving quality of life for those with developmental 
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disabilities. She championed the establishment of group 
homes for developmentally disabled, inspiring the creation 
of more than 100 such homes in Oklahoma. Friends created 
the Donna Nigh Foundation, the first statewide foundation 
for the developmentally disabled. In 1997, President Bill 
Clinton appointed Nigh to the President’s Committee of 
Mental Retardation.  
Nigh was the driving force in major legislation impacting 
infant car seat requirements, immunization programs for 
preschool children, modifying zoning laws to allow group 
homes in neighborhoods and increasing the number of 
sheltered workshops.  
The Oklahoma Legislature has saluted her, the Department 
of Human Services awarded her the Outstanding Volunteer 
Award and, in 1999, legislation established the George and 
Donne Nigh Public Service scholarship program, which 
honors the outstanding public service student in every 
institution of higher education in Oklahoma. 
Honoring George and Donna Nigh’s services as president 
and first lady of the University of Central Oklahoma, the 
student union is named the George and Donna Nigh 
University Center, and UCO also is home to the Donna Nigh 
Art Gallery. 
The Nighs are active members of the Westminister 
Presbyterian Church, where Donna Nigh has served as a 
deacon. The Nigh family includes son, Mike Mashburn, 
(deceased), daughter Georgeann Duty and seven 
grandchildren. 
 
Ronald J. Norick 
Norick was born in Oklahoma City and graduated from 
Oklahoma City University with a B.S. degree in 
management. Known as a dedicated public servant and 
strong civic leader, Norick served as mayor of Oklahoma 
City from 1987 to 1998. Often referred to as the “Father of 
MAPS” and credited with Oklahoma City’s renaissance, 
Norick’s leadership inspired the passage of the Metropolitan 
Area Projects temporary one-cent sales tax in 1993.  
Norick is controlling manager of Norick Investment 
Company, LLC. He previously was employed by Norick 
Brothers, Inc. for more than 30 years, serving as president 
of the company from 1981 to 1992. He is chairman of the 
board for Sport Haley, Inc. and serves on the board of 
directors of BancFirst Merlon International, Inc. 
Norick serves on the board of trustees, executive 
committee and is the chairman of the investment 
committee for Oklahoma City University. He is vice 
chairman and on the executive committee for the State Fair 
of Oklahoma, chairman of the Oklahoma City Riverfront 
Redevelopment Authority, vice chairman of the Oklahoma 
Industries Authority, member of Committee of One Hundred 
and chairman of Oklahoma City Downtown TIF Review 
Committee.  
 
The 81st Annual Oklahoma Hall of Fame will be held 
Wednesday, Nov. 12, in Oklahoma City at the Cox 
Convention Center. Tickets for the event will go on sale 
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Friday, Sept. 5. For more information about the Oklahoma 
Hall of Fame or making a nomination to the Oklahoma Hall 
of Fame, call Millie Craddick, executive administrator of the 
Oklahoma Hall of Fame, at 523-3203 or e-mail her at 
mc@oklahomaheritage.com. 
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